
The Legend of Saint 
Nicholas

St. Nicholas was a boy who actually lived in what is now Western Turkey and what was 
then Lycia in the Fourth Century, about seventeen hundred years ago.  There are many 
legends about this boy and the man he became, and behind those legends is the story of  
St. Nicholas. When Nicholas was a little boy, a plague struck Patara, the town where he 
lived and both his parents got sick and died. Nicholas went to live with his Uncle who was 
a monk in a monastery. His uncle the abbot, taught him all about God and Jesus from the 
Bible. Nicholas wanted to become a monk when he grew up.

Now Nicholas’ parents were wealthy when they died and monks are supposed to be poor. 
So Nicholas resolved to give away all his money to help those who were needy, and 
especially other children in trouble. He determined to be sneaky, so they would not know 
from where the money came. For example, a man was selling rugs to pay his debts. His 
wife and children had no food. Nicholas bought some Turkish rugs from the man, paying 
him much much more than they were worth, then making an excuse, gave the rugs back 
to the man’s wife. Nicholas helped lots of  people, and he was sneaky in doing so.

There were three girls, who could not get married because their father had been careless 
and spent their dowries and was still in debt. (In those days, a girl had to have a big sum 
of  money - a dowry - if  she was to marry.) The only option for these girls was slavery or 
worse! Nicholas heard of  this and came up with a plan.Late at night, he tossed a stocking 
full of  gold coins through the bedroom window of  the oldest daughter. People were 
surprised when soon after this the girl married a good husband. She said she had a dowry 
"hid away in a sock". Soon after this, Nicholas again tossed a sock full of  money through 
the window of  the second daughter. She too soon also married.
But when Nicholas crept up to the house with a third sock full of  money, for the third 
daughter. He found all the windows were shut. He did what boys sometimes do --- he 
climbed up on their roof, and dropped it down the chimney, landing in the girl’s shoes, 
which were beside the hearth. When she too married, claiming her dowry was in her 
shoes, people were amazed and said to one another - "It’s some kind of  miracle!"

Now Nicholas had helped a lot of  people and was ready to become a monk in the 
monastery. But then he had a strange dream. Not just once, several times and always the 
same. In his dream, Jesus gave him a book of  Gospels covered with Jewels, and the robes 
of  a priest. When Nicholas told his uncle of  these dreams, and his uncle told him that 
Jesus must want him to become a priest. Soon he did just that, and he was still a boy, in 



his teens. As a priest, Nicholas was zealous to tell people about Jesus, and always looking 
for ways to help people in need or children in trouble. People talked about the kind boy 
priest!

Nicholas lived in a time when the Roman Emperor ruled with force much of  the world. 
Nicholas went on a trip to see the Bible Lands. He sailed on a ship to Egypt, famous for 
its monumental temples, and the Library and Lighthouse at Alexandria. But Egypt was in 
ruins, and the Romans had persecuted and killed many people. Those who were left were 
hungry and poor. He traveled to Palestine, to see the places where Jesus had walked, but 
Jerusalem was also in ruins, the temple torn down and burned, this too had been done by 
the Romans. Nicholas visited with Christians and churches along the way, and 
encouraged them to help the poor and needy. While there he had a dream that Jesus was 
placing a Bishop’s hat on his head.

On the way home, the ship he was on was caught in a terrible storm. the ship was tossed 
and the rigging torn. Some of  the sailors had been lost at sea, some had abandoned the 
ship, and those left were terribly afraid. The ship might soon flounder or crash on the 
rocks.

There were three sailors left on the ship, and they were frightened and praying to God for 
mercy. Nicholas came up on deck, and joined them in their prayer. Just then, the storm 
stopped, and the waters became calm. The little ship limped into the nearest port, a city 
called Myra - in Lycia, but a long ways from Nicholas’ home. When they arrived very 
early in the morning, the three sailors told how their ship had been saved when young 
Nicholas the priest had prayed: "It was like a miracle!" they said. Nicholas hurried off  to 
the church for morning prayers to give thanks.

Now in Myra, recently the Bishop who was very old had died. It was a time of  
persecution. The priests could not agree on who to elect as the new Bishop.
There were three priests at the church that morning, maybe more. They had been 
praying all night and each had had the same dream - that they were to make the first 



worshipper who came for morning prayers the new Bishop. Nicholas, a stranger in Myra, 
and still a youth, but a priest, was the first to arrive. How surprised he was when the priest 
told him he was to become the Bishop. At first he hesitated, but they insisted, telling of  
their dreams. Then he remembered his dream. Young Nicholas became the Bishop of  
Myra."It’s a miracle!" said the three priests.

Now Myra was an important city. Nicholas was a good bishop. He was known for his 
piety and zeal for Jesus, and when he taught the Gospel, people said it was like precious 
gems. He was equally concerned about the poor and needy and helping children and 
others in trouble. He set a constant example, often helping people in secret ways. Many 
pagan people were converted and baptized through his loving ministry.

But soon, Nicholas, now a young man was himself  imprisoned. The new Roman 
Emperor Diocletian hated Christians, and was determined to hunt them all down and kill 
them or make them deny their faith. This was sometime between 303 and 311 AD. This 
was one of  the greatest persecutions of  the church, and many Christians were cruelly 



murdered. There were three jailers guarding him, maybe more. They tried and tried to 
convince Nicholas to deny his faith in Jesus. They tortured him. He was hungry and cold 
and wearing chains. But he taught them about Jesus. He was kind to them despite all their 
insults. His hair and beard grew long and shaggy, but he trusted Jesus to protect him, and 
prayed for the other Christians to stand firm.

Then a miracle happened. There was a new Emperor. His name was Constantine. He 
had a dream that he would conquer through Christ, and he had become a Christian. He 
made Christianity the official religion. Nicholas and the other Christians were set free. 
Bishop Nicholas went back to his people in Myra. Many people were converted to believe 
in Jesus. There were three innocent men in Myra, that were wrongfully accused and 
sentenced to death by the Govenor, who had been bribed. Nicholas confronted the 
Govenor so fiercely that the Govenor admitted their innocence and his own guilt. It is said 
that there were three imperial soldiers present. Later on, they too were falsely accused in 
Constantine’s court. They prayed for help. Both Constantine and the Prefect Ablavius 
had dreams the same night of  being confronted by the angry bishop. When they realized 
they had had the same dream - the three were freed. "It must be a miracle" everyone said.

He was much older now, his beard white, his face wrinkled. His eyes sparkled when he 
talked about Jesus, and he always had something for the poor and needy. He loved 
children, and they loved him too. Though he still often to be secretive in helping people, 
people still knew of  many kind acts and deeds. But Nicholas could be firm too, especially 
when false teachers would try to influence his churches.

There were three hundred Bishops gathered at Nicaea in 325 AD The had gathered to 
discuss the teaching of  a man named Arias. He questioned Jesus’ full divinity, and his 
teaching had infected many. But not in Myra, thanks to Nicholas’ constant vigilance. In 
the midst of  the Council’s discussions, it is said that Nicholas had actually slapped Arius 
for his false teaching. It is said that some even wanted Nicholas removed as Bishop 
because of  this, until Jesus in their dreams told them differently, and Nicholas was 
restored.

We do know for sure that Nicholas died peacefully, after a life of  kindness and faithful 
service for the Lord Jesus Christ in 345 or 352 AD - and buried in his Cathedral and that 
his feast day - December 6th - gradually became part of  the celebration of  Christmas.


